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We meet the creator of Australian web series Starting From... Now!
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SUCCESS BEYOND THE STARTING LINE

LATELY, THERE HAS BEEN A SHARP RISE IN WEB SERIES WITH LGBTI-CENTRIC STORIES, THOUGH MOST CATER TO A GAY MALE AUDIENCE.
HOWEVER, LESBIAN WEB SERIES ARE INCREASING THEIR SHARE OF THE SPOTLIGHT, AND AUSTRALIA'S STARTING FROM... NOW/! IS ONE

OF THE NEWEST ADDITIONS. ELIAS JAHSHAN MET ITS DIRECTOR TO GET THE LOWDOWN.

JULIE Kalceff had erneh
serdes Starting From... Now!, but one stuck out as quite
profound.

sometimes don'tsee themselves anscreen” she said.
“¥oulookon screen and they ve all ot boyiends, and
they mightthink, ‘what's wrong with me?:
“Sa, the more representarion we have, the less that
we'te the ‘other’ and that there's something wrong with
us”

It's adso the Kalceff| —w0
address the gap In lesbian contert in both mainstream
and LGBTE-skewed filn and TV,

“Leshian content s ahways @ minoeity. she told the
Star Observer, highlighting some of the lead characters
in current TV series Orange is the New Black, Wentworth
and Greys Anatomy as exceptions.

“Everytime anything comes out i's compared to The
L-Word, which I think s & problem because that shows
there's not enough there, not much diversity”

Howeves, with Starting From... Now! already gaining
over three million views since its debut in March, Kalceff
believes this highlights the film indusay's

The more
representation we
have, the less that
we're the ‘other’
and that there'’s
something wrong
with us

hopefullyfind an sudience she.

y grateful for
and give their time and thelr talent for the series.

“It's really fmportant because ifs really helped its
growth and helped me grow as a director and with
mywriting, sswell”

And what of the viewer feedback?

“[ies] been great! Kalceff said, citing dhe US,
then France and Australia as the serfes’ twp three
countries of dewers.

*One of the things that 1 ke the best is dhat
we're getting feedbeck from all over the warld,
and we're getting feesfback fom people saying
‘there’s 120 lesbian content I my country; oe
P ot ab

see' and what

sereen” she recalled.

“But | put it away, and when I was thinking of doing
4 web sestes [about three years later] 1 was thinking of
tht content so | pulled it back out and reworked and re-
shaped it”

As the clichd goes, the restis history.

Filming for season one took place n late 2013, and the

need to fund innovative content due to the

from web series.

“Mainstrean: media i a business and they want to
make money; she said.

“If we've had over three million views in over eight
maonths, that ciwiously shows there's a demand for it and
they need o recogaise it”

As for Kalceff herself, her credits include vasious
short films, such as £x, which screened a1 20 LGHTI
film festivals. It also won muliple awards, including the
prestigious My Queer Career honour a the 2011 Mardi
Gras Film Festival.

Starting From._. Now¢ is not he first web series — she

¥
winges, and the
i Novent

Kalceff said the first two seasons were self-funded,
while the third seaso was supported thiough an online
crowdiunding campaign in August

All of her cast and erew are volunteers, inchuding leed
actors Blanca Bradey, Sarah de Possesse, Rosie Lourde,
and Lauren Orell,

However, with the Jack of significant funding o pey
everyane involved, Kalcelf expressed fustration at the
process required o obtain it

“To get funding and the types of funding such as for &
short flm  enter a flm festivel, there's ghvays someane

20115 Giris,  youk ugh, she ssid.
which was viewed in over 190 countries. Despite these challenges, her experience in creating
Kalced! said her (storybegan asafesture  Starfing £ (#has b "
film script around five years ago. “Ihe beauty of web sertes 5 that you can just put it
. online, and If ifs good and you do the work you can
32 | www.st camau ¥

“Its been teally important to make X
available 1o people allover the world”

When asked what made Starting Fron...
Nowtdifferent to other lesbéan-osiented TV
shows ar web series, Kaloeff said it was
the fact the chasacters were 1ot defined
by their sexualities

“They dont talk sbout theis
sexualiey, she said

“We're very conscious of not
wanting o do a seres where
leshians are angsty about thelr
sexuality or @ coming out stagy, |
feel like that's been done. There's a
place for it, but that's not the sort
of story | am usually interested in
talking ahout.

I wanted a sedes with
characters who weren't defined
by thelr sewaliy, who were
storg, confident women, female
protagonists — who happen o be
lesbians — and the complications in
theirlives”

wwstartingfromowtucom
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